
 

 

     
The Back to Basics program began in 1998 as an infrastructure improvement program to fund projects to revitalize and 
stabilize high stress and low-income neighborhoods.  Each year in July the Ward Offices and Mayor receive 
approximately $400,000 in funds for projects including street lights, sidewalks, landscaping, etc. to spend throughout the 
year. Please use this form and the following fact sheet to see if your project will qualify.  
 

Neighborhood 
Association 

 

Contact Name  

Contact Phone 
Number 

 

Project Type 
(e.g. traffic calming, parks, 

lighting, sidewalks) 

 

Brief Project 
Description 
(Please attach any 

additional information that 
may be helpful in the award 

process) 

 

Consensus 
Process  

(Please describe how your 
neighborhood reached 

consensus.) 

 

Award Amount 
Requested 

 

Other Funding 
Sources 

Describe other sources of 
funding you are seeking or 

have received for this 
project 

 

 

 
Please send this form and other applicable information to: 

Ward I Council Office 
940 W. Alameda Street 
Tucson, Arizona 85745 
Phone: (520) 791-4040  
FAX: (520) 791-5393 

Email: ward1@tucsonaz.gov 

Ward I Back-to-Basics Grant 
Application Form



 
 

 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Guidelines: 
A project or activity must meet two criteria to be considered for Back to Basics funding through CDBG. 
 
Criteria No. 1: The activity or project must primarily benefit low and moderate-income citizens.  
There are five ways to determine which activities can meet this requirement: 
a) The benefit is available to all residents of an area where at least 51% of the residents are low or moderate 
income. Once a neighborhood is declared eligible through review of census data, public improvements such 
as streetlights, parks and playgrounds can be funded in this category. 
b) The activity is located in an area that has been declared a redevelopment area under State law. This would 
apply to much of Downtown. 
c) A housing unit provided or improved is occupied by a low or moderate-income household. 
d) The benefit is available to a targeted client group, at least 51% of whom can be determined to be low or 
moderate income. A sample project would be an upgrade to a building that houses a citywide children's 
recreation program targeted to low-income children. 
e) The benefit is available only to persons in one of the following categories: abused children, battered 
spouses, elderly persons, severely disabled adults, homeless persons, illiterate adults, persons with AIDS, or 
migrant farm workers. 
 
Criteria No. 2. After an activity has met Criteria No. 1, it must be one of the several activities listed by the 
federal government as activities on which CDBG funds can be spent. 
 
Among the most frequent uses of Back to Basics funds coming from CDBG have been improvements and 
rehabilitation of public facilities and residential structures, including exterior improvements, correction of 
code deficiencies, and preservation of historic buildings.  
 
The best process to determine eligibility of activities is through review by the Community Services 
Department staff. This is due to the fact that regulations are not always straightforward, and can require 
interpretation. 
 
Highway Revenue User Funds (HURF) 
The use of Highway User Revenue Funds is governed by the State of Arizona's constitution. Expenditures of 
HURF must be for improvements in the public roadway right-of-way. Funds can also be used for the 
acquisition of right-of-way. 
 
Examples of eligible Back to Basics expenditures include the installation of new pavement, curbing, sidewalks 
and streetlights, traffic control devices, landscaping and culverts. Administrative and engineering costs also are 
eligible expenses and will be included in the cost of any Back to Basics project. 
 
OTHER FUNDING SOURCES: 
 
PRO Neighborhoods - http://www.proneighborhoods.org/grantapp.html 
 
Pima County Neighborhood Reinvestment - http://www.pima.gov/CED/CDNC/NR.html 
 
Transportation Enhancement Grants - 
http://www.azdot.gov/Highways/EEG/enhancement_scenic_roads/enhancement/index.asp 
 
Arizona Safe Routes To School Program - http://tpd.azdot.gov/planning/srts_index.php 

 


